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C A Guide to the Use of This Book )

New Concept Chinese is a series of Chinese learning materials for adults, which can be used for
both self-teaching and classroom teaching.

This series is written based on the practices and researches of Chinese language and teaching
Chinese as a second language, integrating the effective methods used in foreign language teaching
both in China and abroad as well as the pedagogical ideas and practices of the 21st century. Practical,
concise and interesting teaching materials were selected and simple and effective learning and
teaching methods were designed so as to provide convenience for various types of students/learners
and teachers of Chinese language.

Additional materials supporting the textbooks include the MP3 disks (with recordings of the texts,
new words and exercises), Workbooks, Chinese Character Workbooks, Teacher’s Books (for classroom
teaching) and Digital Resources (for reference and consultation), etc.

This is Textbook 1 in the series. For the convenience of users, the following points need to be
made clear:

1. Targets, objectives, contents and arrangement of teaching
Targets: Adults who have some basic knowledge about Chinese.

Objectives: After 40-60 hours’ learning of this book, learners will achieve a Chinese proficiency
of New HSK Level 2, which means they will master the basic pronunciation rules, vocabulary and
grammar of Chinese as well as basic information about Chinese characters, acquire preliminary
listening, speaking, reading and writing skills and be able to make simple conversations about
everyday topics in Chinese. At that time, their Chinese proficiency will be at an upper elementary
level, which is approximately equivalent to Level A2 in the Common European Framework of
Reference for Languages.

Contents: This book teaches more than 400 words frequently used in communication, over 300
Chinese characters and more than 40 grammar items as well as the topics foreigners are most likely to
encounter in their study, life and work.

Arrangement of teaching: This book is divided into 20 units, each of which contains two
lessons. For self-taught learners, each lesson takes about 1-1.5 hours; for classroom teaching, it takes
one hour; and for extracurricular study, 0.5-1 hour.

The odd-numbered lessons are the main ones, which introduce and teach new topics, expressions,
words and notes and provide the pinyin and English versions of the texts along with exercises on Chinese
characters. The even-numbered ones are of review and practice, mainly including exercises for sentence
patterns and expressions previously learned, supplementary words and vocabulary exercises, controlled
communicative exercises and suggestions mainly regarding communication activities in real life situations.

As for the learning of Chinese characters, the book provides learners with two choices: “reading
and writing separately” and “reading and writing simultaneously”. Learners who choose the first way



may use pinyin only and/or learn the three characters given in each lesson. Being easy and fun, those
three characters can help learners understand the strokes and structures of Chinese characters and the
principles of building them. Those who choose the second way can make use of the Chinese Character
Workbook to practice writing all the characters in each lesson.

2. Suggestions for self-taught learners
We suggest self-taught learners study each unit in the book following the steps and methods
given below:

(1) For the learning of the main lessons

1) Warm-up

Cover the right-hand page with a piece of paper when you begin to study each odd-numbered
lesson. Read the title of the text and the question asked (in both Chinese and English). Then look at
the cartoon pictures on the left of the text, guess the topic of the lesson and think about the words and
expressions you have learned that are relevant to the topic and pictures. Never skip this step; it will
help you understand and learn the text better and faster.

(2 Listen to the recording and find the answer

Bear the question in mind while covering the right-hand page.

Listen (don’t read out loud) to the recording of the whole text. Try to find the answer to the
question and note it in pinyin.

If you fail to find the answer, don’t worry. Most people can’t find it the first time. Listen to it
again. This time if you fail, remove the cover on the right-hand page and take a look at the new words
in the lesson. Next, listen again and you’ll find an answer. Write it down.

But still, your answer may not be right.

(@ Learn the new words

Whether you have found the answer or not after listening to the text recording three times, you
need to remove the cover on the right-hand page and learn the meanings of the new words. (Do not
read them aloud at the moment.) Circle the Chinese characters you have learned and think about their
meanings in the specific words.

Listen (don’t read out loud) to the recording twice and then read aloud along with the recording
two or more times until you have remembered the meaning and pronunciation of each new word.

@ Listen to the recording and understand the whole text

Listen to the recording of the whole text and check if the answer you found previously is right or
not. If not, correct it and write the right one down. Then review in your mind the topic and content of
the text.

Read the text while listening to the turns taken in the conversation (If you have a problem
reading the text in Chinese characters, you can read it in pinyin on the right-hand page). Pause at the
end of each turn and try to understand the meaning of it based on the pictures. You can play it back
if you still have problems, or you can consult the notes on the right-hand page. Temporarily surpass
what you really don’t understand and move on to the next sentence. Don’t refer to the text in English
at this moment; be patient.

Listen to the text again sentence by sentence and note down the sentences you don’t understand
or have problems with.

Turn to the text in English and check if your understanding is right. Make sure you have
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correctly understood every sentence in the text.

(5 Read the text aloud

Read the text (in Chinese characters or in pinyin) aloud two or three times sentence by sentence
following the recording. Don’t read it too fast in the beginning. Pay attention to your pronunciation,
especially to the tones. Then read it aloud twice following the recording at a faster speed. Finally, read
the text (in Chinese characters or pinyin) aloud twice by yourself and then speed up until you can read
it fluently or satisfactorily.

® Retell the text
Cover the pinyin of the text on the right-hand page and retell the text once or twice by referring
to its English version.

(7 Learn the Chinese characters

Read each character and think about its meaning based on your memory of the words and
sentences involving this character. Read the characters aloud, trying to pronounce them correctly.
Write the characters 3-5 times on a piece of paper following the example.

(2) For the learning of the review lessons

(1) Warm-up
Read the title of the lesson, look at the pictures and circle the words and characters you have
learned below the pictures. Think about what topic may appear in this lesson.

(2 Learn the new words

Read (silently) the new words on the right and learn their meanings. Circle the characters you
have learned and think about their meanings in the specific words. Next, listen (don’t read out aloud)
to the recording two or three times, and then read after it aloud two or more times until you have
remembered the pronunciation and meaning of each new word.

(@ Preview the lesson
Look at the pictures, think about the meanings of the pictures and the words given, and guess what
may appear in the recording. Write down one or two sentences to verify your guess later.

(@) Listen to the recording of the text

Listen (don’t read out loud) to the example and all the questions. Try to understand what each
question means with the help of the picture. Underline what you don’t understand or have problems
with, and then listen to the questions again.

Listen to the recording and read the example after it. Then answer the questions one by one
based on the hints given, trying to find the commonalities among the sentences, or in other words, the
features of the sentence pattern.

You can find the recording of the questions and their answers in the MP3 disk.

(5) Read the text following the recording
Read the questions of the text following the recording and then answer them one by one based
on the hints given. Practice two or three times, each time at a faster speed.

® Do the vocabulary exercises
Exercise 1 focuses on vocabulary; it helps learners understand and learn the usages of the words.
There are two things you need to pay attention to. Firstly, read the words aloud after you finish the



exercises, which not only helps you master the pronunciation of each word, but also improves your lingual
sensitivity as well as your ability to find the mistakes you made in the vocabulary exercises. Secondly,
remember there are probably more than one answer to some of the exercises.

(? Do the controlled communicative exercises

Exercise 2 requires learners to ask simple questions and answer them using the sentence patterns
and words in each unit, aiming at helping learners master the communicative framework taught in the
unit. It is conducted through the following steps:

Listen to the recording of the example and read following it. Then read the example aloud twice
to understand and get familiar with the communicative framework provided in it.

Do the exercises using this framework and the words given. Read the example again after
finishing two of the exercises in order to make sure you do them right.

You can find the recording of the exercises in the MP3 disk.

Communicate in real life situations

Exercise 3 in each even-numbered lesson is a communicative activity for you to complete on
your own by applying what was learned in the unit. Through these activities, you will review and
experience the lessons contextually and turn the knowledge and skills you’ve learned into internalized
Chinese communication skills, which is the ultimate goal of learning Chinese.

3. Suggestions for classroom teaching

To use this book in the classroom, teachers can seek suggestions from the Teacher’s Book or
refer to the steps introduced above. What to bear in mind when teaching the texts and conducting the
exercises and activities is to try your best to enhance the degree of teacher-student and student-student
interaction.
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Chinese

Lesson Title Vocabulary Grammar Characters Page
1 PR atShietnane (1) Personal pronouns 3 A verb or verb phrase serving as the T == 2
" ()CommonChinesefemiy = predicate .
2 ' His name is Yao Ming names and given names 4
3  Heis Chinese 3 i (1) The adverb S e I += 6

! © (1) Nationality \ also/too
| s . . (2) Greetings (2) The question with an
4 3 What'’s his nationality | " interrogative word ( “B" ) 8
3 (1) The question with an
5 Are you Mr. Mu " (1) Common forms of - interrogative word (“13") + K # 10
s ) EIRIGES  (2) The particle “#¢” indicating
6 He is Manager Wang ~ (2) Apologetic expressions possession : 12
: - (3) The adverb 4" indicating negation
7 What does he do (1) Professions (1) An gdjective or adjgctive phrase A K X 14
.. (2)Adjectives describing CEMIPESUDIELRED S SO
; . . physical and mental | (2) The affirmative-negative question:
8  Sheis very busy states AR AT ‘ 16
9  Whatdo they like doing 1) poppies (1) Theusage of the verb “E=X” i b 41 = 18
- ' (2) The adverb “&B” indicating T
10  llike surfing the Internet | (2) Everyday activities 1 % 20
} . | (1) The verb “&” meaning
11 ~I'have an elder sister () Kinship torms o have” W R 22
12 ' How many people are ' (2) Numbers 0-99 J2sinsasursikordadia : 24
~ there in his family : ' (3) To ask about quantity using “J1"
Where is my ke 1 a3
13 | Whers SIS () Fumite v 25" et ot  FERE 26
: . ‘ . The verb “7£” indicating location
14 The newspaper is ' (2) Direction and location 1 ¢ 28
. beside the computer ‘
D hi (1) Colors 3 T
15 | oes this red dress 3 (1) - (1) The partcle K" indicating © 7% 30
' look good " (2) Clothes a certain attribute
16 This yellow sofa is  (3) Measure words 1 (2) Toask aboutnature and 32
- very comfortable - (forclothes) characteristics using */& A ¥
" The Spring Festival is
17 ' on the first day of the : (1) Festivals HHAHB 34
f'rSt |u"ar month (2) Year/month/day - The expression of year/month/day
When is the Lantern (3) Week ‘
18 ~ Festival ‘ 36
19 \éVouIdhyou Iikde to pay | (1) Food 1 (1) Nouns used as measure words & i 38
: cash or car : : ; -
. by " (2) Measurewords 2 (orfood) | ) '!:hq aItEern%tlve question:
————————————————————————————————————————————— . AEEB
' Do you want a big one ' (3)Adiectivesdescribing Sy
20 nefure and characlersics (3) The structure “X+£4” used as 40

- or a small one

anoun




Chinese

Lesson Title Vocabulary Grammar Characters Page
: How much is half a kilo ! (1) To ask about prices using ' i
21 ofapples (i s Bl et
292 . How much are the (Z)M?;ZTrﬁt‘)"’ordse’ - (2) The measure word * " »
. bananas g © (3) Units of Renminbi f
! ! ! (1) To ask the way using “/E A E” P
23  Howcanlgettothebank (1) pubiic places 1 " (2) The preposition “4%” indicating R 171 @ 46
S S 7 () Direction and - adirection jrosemrenren s
24 | It’s just the white building ! location 2 ! (3) The adverb “5t” used to emphasize ! | 48
. over there : ' the mood : ;

, ; (1) To ask about the method of an AN A AR
25 Micometoworkbybus (1) veans of ransport | acian using B 4 =2 80
26 ' How does my elder " (2)Actions ' (2) The predicate with two verbs 1 52
' sister go to the airport . (expressing the method) 2
§ : (1) The particle “ 7" indicating that d T o
27 : | traveled to Egypt i (1) Temporal expressions | something has happened N
___________ (day) (2) The predicate with two verbs 2 ________
28 Wh?t C("'d you do (2) Public places 2 (expressing the purpose) 56
| yesterday ' ! (3) The adverb ‘%" meaning “soon” i
' How about setting out at | (1) The particle “I2" used to make a | |
29 . half past six in the moming (1) iock time ;  suggestion NN fii 58
o  (2) To ask for opinions using /& AR 1
30 | Let's go to play basketball | (?)Periodsinaday (3) The structure “Time+Place+J” | - 60
. this Sunday afternoon ' indicating an appointment '

' He is very tall (1) Partsof the body | T |
31ry _______________________ () AT : A“Subject+Predicate” structure 1\#1/]5 _____ 6 2
' She doesn’t have a good : (2)Adjectives describing | . i :

32 | figure g ' il | serving as the predicate | 64
. What’s the weather like | f
33II‘lBteII‘lg _______________________ i (1) Weather i Anoun or noun phrase serving as EE@QGG
. It snows a lot in Moscow : (2) Cities . the predicate |
34 ! in the winter ' 5 68
35 You've got a cold (1) The particle “’y " indicating change LML & 70

: : e reduplication of verbs indicating
, ' (2) The reduplication of verbs indicati
Cootrrmirrrrmrrrmmrrrrrmmmmermmm e Disease and symptom atemporaryacton ~  TTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTITTTTOOT
i What'’s the matter ' 1 ition “7£” indicati
36 . > ' (3) The preposition “7£” indicating 72
i with him ; where the action takes place
37 | What are they doing , 3 CE B E T4
B S e T Evervday aciiviies 2 The adverb “ (IE) #&” indicating the ;---------------i----—
38 Grandpa is practicing | rycey 1 progression of an action ; 76
1 taijiquan : :
. The room has been : (1) Household activities 1 (1) Averb or an adjective used in a phrase o e
39 i tidied up i (2) Common verbs and I toindicate the result of an action T ER T8
40 My father understood adjectives indicating ! (2) The adverb “/%" used to deny/negate

: what he heard

the result of an action |

an action in the past
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W8 qu  Aiji U
ﬁ%k&mz

I traveled to Egypt

N

27

ke, AREZE®: ARKXIZERILT?

~—~ Where did David go this past weekend? Listen to the recording and then answer the question.

271
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Bl 1. REBMAERILT .

A2 AAKTERET.

A3 AEAEEXRAHRT,
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1. B) % téngxué n. fellow student, classmate

2.7
3. ER Ae Yihé Yuén p.n. Summer Palace

le part. indicating a past action or experience

4. 3L )L wénr v. to play, to have fun
5./KF 4E tiylgudn n. gymnasium
6.k mdi v. tobuy

7. 4= hé conj. and

1. ﬁ%ﬂﬂuiﬁJLTo

“77” is a particle used at the end of a sentence to indicate something has already happened.

2. REEAMETILT.

There are two verb phrases in the sentence. The second tells the purpose of the action denoted by the first. In

this sentence, “Bt JL” is the purpose of “K B .
3. XABEEXT?
The adverb “Fi” here means “soon”.
4. BRELENREH.

This sentence means “I visited Egypt online”.

Ldoshi: Tongxuémen, zhdumo nimen zud shénme le?
Tongxué 1: W6 qu Yihé Yudn wanr le.

Tongxué 2: W6 qu tiyugudn jianshén le.

Tongxué 3: W6 qu shangdian mdi dayt hé xié le.
Téngxué 4: WO qu juyudn kan jingju le.

L&oshi: Dawei, ni qu ndr le?

Dawei: W6 qu Aiji llydu le.

Ldoshi: Zheme kuai jitu huilai le?

Dawei: W6 shi shang wang qu de.

Writing Chinese characters

8. BlI%
9.3 &
10. 3R %%
11.iX 4
12. B kudi  adj.

juyuan n. theater
Aiji  p.n. Egypt

lyéu v. to travel
zhéme pron. so, like this

quick, soon

13. & hulai v. tocome back

Teacher: What did you guys do on the weekend?
Student 1: I went to the Summer Palace.

Student 2: I went to the gym to do exercises.
Student 3: I went shopping for a coat and shoes.
Student 4: I went to see a Beijing opera.

Teacher: Where did you go, David?
David: I traveled to Egypt.

Teacher: How come you are back so soon?
David: I traveled there on the Internet.

2 tou 3 3 3 3) 3)
N head N
- mai - — - — e e
3 3 3 3] 3
N to buy N
&, | mai IR I
N to sell i N
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