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Foreword

A Dictionary of 5000 Graded Words for New HSK is mainly targeted
at readers who are going to take New Chinese Proficiency Test (HSK).
It is also a set of reference books indispensable for Chinese language
learners at various levels. This set of dictionaries, with 5000 graded words
prescribed in the Outline of the New HSK (Levels 1~6), is divided into
three volumes and intended for test takers and students at different levels,
namely 4 Dictionary of 5000 Graded Words for New HSK (Levels 1, 2 &
3), A Dictionary of 5000 Graded Words for New HSK (Levels 4 & 5), and
A Dictionary of 5000 Graded Words for New HSK (Level 6).

The formats of the three volumes are differentiated based on the
various levels of Chinese words and actual situations of students. Among
them, A Dictionary of 5000 Graded Words for New HSK (Levels 1, 2 & 3)
is annotated in English, i.e., all the sample sentences are provided with
Chinese pinyin and English translations, so that beginners can compare,
comprehend, imitate and memorize the words without much difficulty.
The entries in A Dictionary of 5000 Graded Words for New HSK (Levels 4
& 5) are annotated in Chinese and English. Chinese pinyin is provided for
the sample sentences at Level 4, but not for those at Level 5, to ensure the
transition from pinyin to characters. The sample sentences in this volume
are no longer annotated in English to develop students’ Chinese thinking
ability. In A Dictionary of 5000 Graded Words for New HSK (Level 6),

the entries are only annotated in Chinese characters, and all the sample
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sentences are written in Chinese characters without using pinyin any
more, to develop students’ ability of using Chinese independently.

All the words used in the annotations and sample sentences in this
series are basically the words prescribed in the Outline of the New HSK,
which has brought great convenience to Chinese language students—
they don’t have to consult new words in other dictionaries. The sample
sentences are selected according to the concurrent criterion of being
frequently used collocations and commonly used grammar patterns, and
are colloquial, communicative, practical and typical. In 4 Dictionary
of 5000 Graded Words for New HSK (Levels 1, 2 & 3), each entry is
provided with three to eight sample sentences. The abundant sample
sentences make the words being explained occur repeatedly so as to
facilitate students’ understanding, learning and mastery. If collected,
these sample sentences can be a good guidebook for beginners of spoken
Chinese. Chinese recordings for the entries and sample sentences are
available in this volume for students to improve their listening and
speaking skills. They can use it together with their Chinese textbooks
to learn more expressions, to review, consolidate and improve their
Chinese, to become more interested in Chinese, and to gain more sense
of satisfaction and achievement. The second and third volumes of the
series are compiled based on the characteristics of different words, with
three to eight sample sentences provided for each entry, taking both the
spoken and written styles into consideration. They can meet the needs
of intermediate and advanced Chinese learners and help users at the
corresponding levels pass HSK.

This dictionary was based on the ideas and teaching experience the
author had when teaching at the Confucius Institute of University College

Dublin, as well as many suggestions from the school principals and
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teachers of many Confucius Institutes both at home and abroad. Sincere
thanks are given to Mr. Miao Qiang, former Director of Department
of Chinese Language Education for Foreigners, Beijing Language and
Culture University Press, for his support and suggestions, and the editor
of the books Mr. Fu Yanbai for his meticulous work.

A dictionary is compiled for learners. Therefore, learners’ evaluations
and suggestions are the greatest support and encouragement for compilers.
If you have any questions or ideas when using this dictionary, please feel
free to contact us at lluxing@163.com, and we’ll do our best to provide

you with help and service you need.

Compilers
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Notes on the Use of This Volume

eee | Entries

1. This dictionary includes the entries from the Qutline of New
HSK Vocabulary (at Levels 4 &5) issued by Hanban in 2009. There are
altogether 1,900 entries, including 600 entries from Level 4 and 1,300
entries from Level 5.

2. Each entry is marked with Chinese pinyin and accompanied by its
complex form.

3. The entries are listed based on the vocabulary outline, with those
of the same level sequenced alphabetically. For entries with the same
pronunciation of the head character, those with fewer strokes precede the
ones with more strokes. As to those with an equal number of strokes, they
are arranged according to the starting stroke in the order of horizontal
stroke (— ), vertical stroke ( | ), left-falling stroke () ), dot stroke ( - ), and
hook stroke ( ). Entries under the same head characters are alphabetically

listed according to the pronunciation of the second character.

eee ||. Phonetic Transcription

1. All the entries and sample sentences in this dictionary are marked
with Chinese pinyin following the rules of word-segmentation. Since
entries of Level 4 are transiting from the beginning to the pre-intermediate
level, the sample sentences are marked with Chinese pinyin. Sample

sentences for entries of Level 5 are no longer marked with pinyin.
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2. Words with two conventional and commonly-used pronunciations
are transcribed with the more popular ones in this dictionary. For example,
“Jf” is pronounced both as shéi and shui, but it is transcribed as shéi in
this dictionary.

3. The variations in pronunciation of the entries and sample
sentences, except for the neutral tone, r-ending retroflexion “—" and “f”,
are marked in their original tones.

4. Separable words are noted with a pair of left slashes “//” in their
transcriptions. The separable words in the sample sentences are written to-
gether without using “//” .

5. The first letter of the pinyin for proper nouns is capitalized.

eee |||, Definitions

1. The entries are noted with their Chinese and English definitions.
Some nouns indicating specific objects, such as “7 & " and “$f 47 £,
are provided with illustrations and the corresponding sample sentences to
explain their usages.

2. Words with more than one lexical category are sequenced and
explained, with notes such as “ D@ @) -+ ” indicating their usages in
one lexical category.

3. The selection of the senses for entries in this dictionary mainly
refers to the Outline of New HSK. In line with the international students’
levels, this dictionary selects and annotates the most basic and frequently-
used senses, but not the archaic senses, expressions from Chinese dialects,
surnames, place names, or technological terms.

4. If the entries are words, they are marked with their lexical
categories. The words are divided into 14 lexical categories. This

dictionary uses Chinese abbreviations in square brackets to indicate
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the lexical categories of the entries before their Chinese definitions. For
example, < % > (noun), < 34 > (verb ), < By 3/ > (auxiliary verb), <7 >
(adjective), <# >(numeral), <& > (measure word), <{X > (pronoun),
<@|> (adverb), <> (preposition), <> (conjunction), <"> (interjection),
< By > (particle), <% > (modal particle) and < #}l > (onomatopoeia). The
phrases are marked with < %2 > (phrase).

5. Words belonging to more than one lexical category are written in
two lines.

For example, X # <4 >

<>

eee |\/. Sample sentences

1. In this dictionary, each definition is followed by sample sentences
explaining the most common usages of the entry, to help international
students understand the meanings and usages through the sample sentences.
Each entry is exemplified by 3-8 sample sentences. This dictionary does not
provide extensional phrases in most cases.

2. The sample sentences try to cover the words and grammar points
prescribed in the Outline of New HSK. They are popular, lively and
healthy, striving to be close to international students’ learning levels of
Chinese and their real life. The words used basically within the scope of
the 5000 words prescribed in the Outline of New HSK.

’

3. “9000:------ " is used before sample sentences to indicate their
numbers, and the sample sentences are separated by “|” .
4. We stick to the following ideas when compiling sample sentences:
(1) Putting emphasis on the liveliness, colloquialism and generality
of the sample sentences, but without neglecting the grammar

functions of entries (i.e., what sentence elements they can act
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as), their frequency, naturalness, and correspondence to their
levels. Attention was paid to controlling the degree of difficulty
of the words and grammar.

(2) Consideration was given to controlling the length. The sample
sentences cannot be too long, with the longest ones using only
two semicolons.

(3) Being “self-sufficient” in meaning. The sample sentences fully

express the meanings of this word and this entry.

eee \/ Glossary of terms

<4 > noun

<> verb

<Bhzh > auxiliary verb
<> adjective

<% > numeral
<&> measure word
<fk > pronoun

< gl > adverb
<> preposition
<% > conjunction
<% > interjection

< By > particle

<iE > modal particle
<> onomatopoeia
<> phrase
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